
National Certificate for Community Development  |  1

2nd Semester: July 2021

Assignments
In order for your application to be considered, you must do both assignments and answer all the 

questions; follow the instructions. This must be original work (your own).  

The demands of the course is such that full and part-time students will not be able to  
perform optimally.

Assignment 1

Please submit a 30 – 60 second video clip of yourself responding to the following:

 ◆ Start by introducing yourself and stating where you are located.

 ◆ Tell us why you want to do the National Certificate in Community Development course.

You can do this by recording it on your cell phone, transferring the clip to a computer and sending it 
as an attachment with your submission. 
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Rural Development Strategy 1995: The Constraints on Rural Development 
and the Opportunities. (Govt of National Unity, 1995)

Most of the constraints on rural development grow out of the long history of discrimination, 
forced removals and apartheid. Forced removals to the former homelands led to them being 
overpopulated and under-serviced, and to have limited resources. This was exacerbated by the 
legacy of autocracy, nepotism and corruption in service provision and decision making over 
development issues. It is often made worse by a technicist, ‘expert’- driven approach by bureau-
crats who show equal disdain for the implications, difficulties, and slowness of methods that 
allow for democratic control of the development process. In addition, many traditional authori-
ties are nervous about losing control over resources. 

Restrictions on entrepreneurial activity in rural areas

Challenges arise from the inconsistencies between traditional law and formal economic sys-
tems, for example the difficulties raised by conventional kinds of collateral for borrowers who 
hold land in a communal tenure system. This is compounded by the past failure to encour-
age the development of financial services in the rural areas, and the particularly conservative 
nature of South Africa’s banking system. In addition, those who might have offered financial 
services in the former homelands are discouraged by the subsidies offered by the

Agricultural Credit Board and the Agricultural Development Corporations to limited numbers 
of more viable clients, against which no other service provider can compete.

Other restrictions emanate from the limited opportunities for education and training, the 
limited agricultural base, monopolistic ownership of marketing chains, and the leakage of in-
comes out of rural areas. These restrictions are more severe for women, and they face addition-
al constraints, such as the legal constraints of customary marriage and inheritance laws, both 
of which reduce their ability to take up economic opportunities. They have restricted access 
to land, finance, information, training, and markets. They face most of the drudgery from the 
collection of water and fuel wood, from child care and care of the old and infirm, and from the 
difficult access to services like clinics. They are less literate, yet they run the great bulk of small 
scale enterprises. The greatest challenge and opportunity in rural development comes from 
the empowerment of women.

Assignment 2

You will be expected and required to read through the case study below and answer the assessment 
questions at the end of the case study. Please submit your typed responses on a word/pdf document.

Case Study: 

Rural community development challenges and opportunities 
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Past attempts through the Regional Industrial Development Programme to encourage decen-
tralisation of industry to the former homelands have failed, as have most of these programmes 
internationally. In the white farm areas, past government policy has led to an over-capitalised, 
over mechanised and financially vulnerable farm system that is ill equipped to withstand 
drought without government assistance. Many towns and villages have withered as production 
side-steps them directly to national and international markets.

The high rural population growth rate in South Africa is a constraint on the development of 
services and reduces access to natural resources. The extent to which cross-border migration 
from the southern African region contributes to this rate of growth is unknown, but must be 
substantial in some areas.

Population growth rates should however be seen less as a constraint and more as an outcome 
of policies of disempowerment and poverty. Lower birth rates result from economic security 
and the creation of conditions under which all people are able to exercise control over their 
fives and to plan for the future. This requires increased levels of investment in rural areas, and 
an emphasis on access to opportunities for women.

The Opportunities

The opportunities that are created by the enthusiasm of rural people, their willingness to  
work, their keenness to learn, and their wish to be integrated into the national economy  
must be unlocked. Rural people have shown a historic willingness to organise around  
development  opportunities.

We have a historic opportunity to reverse rural stagnation, to tie together the links between ru-
ral towns and their hinterlands, to put those who wish to farm back on the land, and to release 
and support rural entrepreneurship.

Assignment Questions

1. What are the key constraints and opportunities identified in the article for rural development in 
South Africa?

2. More specifically based on the Case Study A above, Identify and briefly describe the factors that 
influence rural community development, (max. 2 sentences per factor). Cover the following factors 
in your answer:
• Political
• Socio-cultural
• Economic
• Ecological / natural environment

2. In your view, which of the challenges are still relevant today and are there any new rural challeng-
es not identified by the GNU at the time?

 Motivate your opinion. Write in your own words. 300 words. 
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